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Bad care blamed
in man’s death at
Novato hospital

Widow’s lawsuit
accuses staff
of negligence

By Nancy Isles Nation
1] reporter

The widow of a Novato man is
suing Novato Community Hos-
pital, claiming the facility is re-
sponsible for the wrongful death
ofher husband after a nurse failed
to notice he was on the floor hav-
ing a heart attack because the
view was obscured by the bed.

In a civil lawsuit, filed in Marin
Superior Court yesterday, Diane
Thrailkill alleges the hospital was
negligent in the care and treat-
ment of her hushand, George
Thrailkill, 66.

Following his death, George
Thrailkill’s family learned from
hospital staff of the events prior
to the fatal heart attack.

After requesting her hushand’s

medical records, Diane Thrailkill
learned that hm death may have
been prevented if a nurse, who was
assigned to monitor him, had not
made the careless error, accord-
ing to attorney Charles Kelly of
Hersh & Hersh in San Francisco.

The complaint states that
George Thrailkill was admit-
ted to Novato Community with
internal bleeding on Jan. 23,
2005. After spending a few days
in the intensive care unit, George
Thrailkill was deemed stable and
transferred to a regular room.
The lawsuit said that Marc Tar-
tarian, patient care services di-
rector, approved the move, and
George Thrailkill was placed on
a heart monitor.

On Jan. 29, 2005, the monitor
registered a signal disruption,
sending a message to the inten-
sive care unit monitoring station
that George Thrailkill needed at-
tention,
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A floor nurse was alerted and
went to his room, did not see him,
assumed he had gone into the
bathroom, and left, according to
the complaint.

“Mr. Thrailkill was actually
lying on the other side of the bed
having a heart attack,” the com-
plaint reads. “He ultimately was
not discovered for another seven
minutes by which time it was too
late to save his life.”

Diane Thrailkill is seeking
damages as determined by the
court for the negligence that
caused the death of her husbhand.

“Why the nurse didn’t walk
around to the other side of the
bed and make an effort to thor-
oughly check for Mr. Thrailkill's
whereabouts is unbelievable, and
is a question that will forever
haunt Mr. Thrailkill’s family,”
Kelly said. “This disturbing clos-
ing chapter for Mr. Thrailkill,
and the nurse’s lack of respon-
siveness, will remain a sad and
unanswered question for his wife,
children and grandchildren. The
hospital failed in their respon-
sibility to provide the medical
attention that Mr. Thrailkill

desperately needed by not re-
spondmgproperhrtonotlﬁcatlon
that the patient was in obvious,
immediate need of urgent medi-
cal attention.”

Kathryn Graham, a spokes-
woman for Novato Community,
said the hospital does not com-
ment on pending litigation.

Contact Nancy Isles Nation via e-mail
at civiccenter@neteze,com
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